HIV and the dental profession.
In order to assess the response of dentists to the increasing incidence of HIV, a study was conducted to explore their attitudes, knowledge and the additional costs involved in treating HIV positive patients. The response of dentists to the increasing incidence of HIV positive patients is influenced by their fears and concerns about HIV, their knowledge about the disease, and their attitudes towards providing care for HIV patients. The results of this research suggest that the negative response to HIV patients from dentists can be attributed to several factors. Dentists are afraid of contracting the virus, they do not trust the honesty of HIV patients, and they believe there are additional costs involved in treating these patients. In order to provide quality dental treatment for HIV patients, dentists must overcome their misperceptions and feelings of anxiety and fear about HIV. Education is a major weapon in the fight against HIV. Dentists agree there is a need for continuing education despite the fact that their overall knowledge about HIV is good.